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This comprehensive handbook designed for the general public, sets forth the structure of the United

Nations, how the Organization works, the main issues it deals with and its importance for people

everywhere. Along with explaining the role played by its principal organs and the family of UN

organizations, individual chapters explore UN contributions to international peace and security,

economic and social development, human rights; humanitarian action, international law; and

decolonization. A series of appendices documents UN membership, peacekeeping operations,

budget, and contact information for UN information centers, services and offices. This new edition of

the work has been substantially revised featuring significant developments worldwide and in the

United Nations itself since the last edition (previously titled The UN Today) in 2008.
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The chief cause of opposition to the United Nations is lack of knowledge about what it is, what it

does, what it can do and what it cannot do. If I were to pick one volume to help both supporters and

critics understand what the United Nations is, this book would be it.

I used it for a class and it gives you a very good understanding of how the UN is structured and

what each of the agencies are responsible for. As the UN is always changing it is the best way to

keep up on recent changes.



This is a fairly quick read that covers the major details of the UN. It talks about hot it was founded,

the departments, major policy changes and decisions, and the role it took in world affairs before the

new millennium. It does feel a bit dated at this point, as it was written pre 9-11 and has not been

updated. Still, it is a useful introduction to the UN and worth a read if that topic interests you and you

have little to no other exposure. Not recommended for anyone already a student of International

Relations. The key word in the title is "Basic."

Useful reference, but it can be acquired from the United Nations website for free.

Detailed books with precise well written information. A must have for who's interested.

Very informative and clearly worded.

I enjoyed the indigenous peoples
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